
 
 

JAMES MORRIS SCHOOL 
PTO MINUTES 

September 5, 2017 
 

Attendees:  Jennifer Humphries-Finch, Jamie Kingsley, Margaret Coe, Margie Groht, Pamela 

Panasci, Stephanie Patletsky, Christine Lauretano, Chris Leone, KC Chapman, Jessy Barone, 
Robin Moore, Barbara Connery.  
 
Meeting called to order at 9:35am by Jessy Barone, President 
 

Message from Barbara Connery 
Mrs. Connery expressed her appreciation for the JMS PTO.  She encouraged an increase in 
students’ reading stamina, improving reading habits, keeping a reading log, encouraging public 
speaking and communicating effectively.  Pam Panasci shared about whole brain learning and 
encouraging students to speak in complete sentences. She is looking to expand Ford’s Theatre 
oratory experience down to 3rd and 4th grade.  She is also interested in establishing and 
expanding relationships with visiting authors and artists like Nora Raleigh Baskin.  Along with 
the PTO, we are interested in expanding author visits appropriate for younger readers too.  
Margie Groht offered that here sister is a children’s author and artist and Jamie Kingsley shared 
that she can reach out to her friend, Billy Steers author or the Tractor Mac Books.  Principal 
Chapman shared about “habits of mind,” continuing and raising expectations for academic 
excellence expectations.  
 

Meeting Dates and Time 
Due to the unpredictability of the PTO officers schedule.  There will be no set monthly meeting 
schedule.  Future meetings will be decided on at the preceding PTO meeting.  The next meeting 
will be on 10/10 at 9:30 AM.  
 

Committees 
The PTO will send out a form to parents listing all of the PTO events for the school year.  
Parents can return it to the PTO after checking off the events they would like to volunteer. 



 

Scholastic Book Fair    
Will be held the week of parent teacher conferences starting October 16th.  Margaret Coe will 
be working with Jennifer Fodor the media specialist. They will need volunteers to run the fair. 
Margaret shared that Jennifer would be taking the lead on volunteer recruitment. PTO will help 
if needed. 
 

Teacher Gifts  
The PTO would like to give JMS classroom and specials teachers each a $50 gift card for any 
needed school supplies.  Suggested stores/websites were: Amazon, School Specialty, Walmart, 
Target etc.  Principal Chapman will contact Specialty to see if they offer gift cards.   
 

JMS Note Pads 
The PTO still has note pads (“Note From Home”) for sale for $5.00 per pad.  They can be sold via 
E-blast online and in the office.  
 

A-Z Directory 
Jessy Barone familiarized herself with their new software/website and updated the directory.  
She added new pre-k families/students and removed the graduated 6th grade students.  The 
cost is $250.00 due in October.    
 

Open House  
Will be held on 9/19 at 5:30.  Requested from parents was the idea to hold a pre-opening Open 
House for students & parents to visit classroom and gather materials before the start of school.  
They expressed that it is a way for students to familiarize themselves with their classroom and 
teacher and meet and greet new students and families.  Also   Jessy Barone will reach out to 
parents to volunteer to sit at PTO table in the lobby in 30min time blocks.  
 

Arts Alive 
Will be held this spring.  There will be more discussion about Arts Alive day closer to the event.  
 

Local Heroes Day 
Jessy Barone suggested holding a local hero’s day to introduce police officers, firemen, and EMS 
to the JMS students. She will explore this idea more for an October enrichment.  Goshen and 
Warren schools can be included.  
 

Summer Math Challenge 
Robin Moore presented the idea of a Summer Math Challenge scavenger hunt with a passport 
book.  Level of difficulty will be grade dependent. Students who participate can earn prizes 
from the participating local businesses in Morris, Litchfield, Bantam, Washington Depot etc. 
PTO can help recruit parents to reach out local businesses.   The PTO will draft a list of possible 
businesses 



 
Fall Pie Sale Fundraiser 
The PTO has decided to pursue a different vendor other than Lyman Orchard this year for the 
traditional fall pie sale fundraiser.  Amanda Bakes is unavailable.  Stephanie Paletsky will inquire 
at March Farms, Como Bakery and Gabrielle Farms.  
 

Square One Art  
Parents expressed their fondness in seeing their children’s artwork creatively displayed on 
various item and available for purchase through this fundraiser.  It is to be held in the spring 
through the coordination efforts of the PTO and the art teacher Mrs. Sweet. 
 

Science Lab  
Teachers are using the science lab as designed according to the national standards.  They are 
continuing to use Mystery Science lessons.  There could be some improvement on the 
appearance and decorations.  The PTO discussed incorporating parents’ involvement and 
having the teachers observe other teachers lessons to encourage utilization of the lab.  
 

Carnival  
Will take place on Saturday, September 16th from 1-4 pm.  Setup starts at 10:00; clean-up ends 
at 5:00.  Many volunteers are still needed.  Jessy Barone has reached out to Wamogo students 
and JMS Parents & Teachers.  KC will reach out to teachers again to see who’s planning on 
going.  A table can be set up to help raise funds for Hurricane Harvey victims.  KC will discuss 
with Carrie Maillet.  The PTO would like to also involve the Wamogo Ag-Sci department and the 
Timber Team for their involvement; including an ax demonstration; tractor restoration display, 
and log rolling.  Darren Raft will DJ again.  Popeys Ice Cream shop will donate hot dogs and 
buns.  
 

Teracycle 
Recycling initiative presented by Jennifer Humphries-Finch.  The students can collect things that 
are not normally recycled in a regular recycling facility.  Jennifer will organize this.  
 

Principal’s Message 
There is an outdoor classroom being designed & priced by Wamogo students.  Idea presented 
to incorporate a translucent protective roof/covering. This would serve a multipurpose use as a 
classroom, recess play area and family outdoor waiting area.  The students are currently in the 
design process.  A new basketball hoop & installation will be donated by Geremiah family.   
Discussed was offering milestone prizes for reading from local business like the Silly Sprout and 
Hickory Stick Book Store.  Mr. Curley is interested in a playground renovation initiative.  The 
PTO would like to have a coordinator for the Stop & Shop A+ rewards program. 


